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Prospectus: The Moderating Effects of the Two Party System in the Republic of China

Background:

The island nation of Taiwan, otherwise known as the Republic of China (ROC)
exists in one of the most precarious situations faced by a modern state. Its powerful
neighbor, the People’s Republic of China claims that Taiwan is part of its territory and is
currently nothing more than a rogue province. To assert this claim, the threat of violence is
ever present, making this issue a specter constantly overshadowing nearly every issue in the
Taiwanese political system. The very existence of the island as an independent, democratic

state hinges on the outcomes of Taiwan’s elections.

Ever since Taiwan’s first democratic elections in 1991 the nation has been divided
solidly into a two party system of government (cite jstor). The original nationalist party of
China, the Kuomintang (KMT) is the island’s right wing conservative party, while the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), as its name suggests, tends to favor more liberal
progressive policy positions. While other smaller parties do exist they are usually divided
into one of two coalitions; the Pan-Blue Coalition or the Pan-Green Coalition, led by the
KMT and the DPP respectively. The KMT and the DPP are also the only two parties to
have ever held the presidency. While both the parties take radically different positions on
many issues, especially the issue of Taiwanese independence, they both tend to be pulled

back to the middle of the political spectrum in order to garner more votes.



Methodology:

In the course of my research | will examine a wide variety of sources ranging from
news articles written by and for Taiwanese and Chinese nationals to books compiled by
professional political scientists. Some of these will be original Chinese sources including
the KMT and DPP’s own websites, both of which include a plethora of information on the
parties’ respective positions on various issues as well as electoral successes and failures.
Much of my research will come from scholarly articles such academic journals and will
therefore likely be relatively unbiased. Many of my sources, however, will be news articles,
as well as statements and publications by the KMT and DPP and will therefore be as least
somewhat biased; however | hope to counteract this bias by utilizing relatively equal

numbers of sources from both sides of the political spectrum.

I intend to use the information derived from these sources as well as additional
sources on electoral results since the beginning of democracy in Taiwan to measure the
success of the KMT and DPP according to how they have adjusted their policy positions.
For instance, if a DPP candidate for a parliamentary seat in a particular year took a more
radical stance on Taiwanese independence and his opponent took a more moderate stance
and won, this would support my hypothesis regarding the moderating effect of the two party

system.

In my thesis I will first provide a brief history of the development of democracy in
Taiwan, followed by an examination of the structure of the political system currently in
place. 1 will then list other examples, including that of the United States, of the moderating

effects two party systems as well as the various political science theories behind this. Next, I



will look into the respective parties positions on key policy issues and how these have
changed over time. Through cross examination of the moderation or radicalization of policy
issues with electoral successes or failures, | will attempt to gather evidence either supporting
or refuting my claim. By thoroughly examining the mechanizations of the Taiwanese
political system, the changing policy positions of candidates for office, and the results of
elections, utilizing a variety of academic and primary sources | hope to provide a solid base

of support for my hypothesis of the moderating effect of the two party system in Taiwan.

Research Question and Hypothesis:

My thesis research will center on the question: What impact has a two party system
had on the politics of Taiwan? | hypothesize that the two party system in Taiwan will have
a moderating effect on the policy positions of the parties involved. Based on my initial
research findings there appears to be a strong pull towards the middle for Taiwan’s two
dominant political parties, especially near election times. For example, if a party leans too
far towards independence from, or reunification with, China they tend to lose votes in the
next election as a result. As parties adopt more moderate positions they are rewarded with
more electoral votes and vice versa, thus creating a moderating system of punishment and

rewards.

Significance:

Taiwan’s foreign and domestic policies are controlled by the internal political
mechanizations of the government. The results of elections and the policies of the ROC
have a large effect not only on the island, its economy, and status as a nation, but also in its

relationship with China and the United States. The issue of Taiwan is one of the central



issues in U.S.-China relations and has been one of the main impediments to smooth

cooperation between the two leading world powers.

The moderation of policy by the Taiwanese government as a result of the two party
system therefore has a great effect both locally and internationally on the world stage. The
moderating effect of the two-party system in Taiwan can also be seen as a model for the
moderating effects of two-party systems in other democracies, such as that of the United
States. By investigating this phenomenon it is possible to gain greater insight into one of the
leading foreign policy issues for the two largest world powers, as well as examine a

occurrence present in many of the world’s democracies today.
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