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G-Econ (Geographically based Economic data) is a Yale project mapping the location of economic activity( http://gecon.yale.edu/) 
Course Focus and Goals:

This course focuses on contemporary economics geographies of internationalization and

Globalization. It is designed to act in synergy with PPL 328, Public Policy and the Corporation. PPL 328 analyzes the tensions between governments and corporations, and especially the conflict between increasingly globalized corporations, and regulatory policies largely confined by national boundaries. This course deepens the analysis of economic globalization, by providing a more nuanced understanding of the social and economic spaces produced by the interactions of regulatory policies and economic actors. In doing so, it also provides the foundational concepts of economic geography.

By the time you finish this course, you should be able to:
1) Understand why economic globalization matter for policy makers, i.e. survey some of the policy areas more directly affected by economic globalization;
2) Analyze what is the ‘global’ space by deconstructing concepts of ‘space’ and ‘spatial relationships.’ Economic activity does not occur in a vacuum: it involves concrete people and places, and it is affected by historical trends, localized networks. Moreover, the institutions producing economic policies are both affected and constrained by the specificity of ‘place.’ 
3) Discuss concepts and tools of economic geography, the discipline that studies economic activity in space, and especially value chains, production networks, clusters
4) Produce policy analyses that take into account space and spatial relations.
Evaluation of Goals:

1) Midterm Exam

2) Final Exam

3) In class exercises

4) Research paper

Grading:

Midterm exam: combination of short essays it assesses the knowledge of the theoretical debates concerning space and the economy

Final exam (not cumulative): structured as the midterm, it evaluates the skills in using geographical tools to understand globalization

In class exercises: Either short tests, or role playing exercises in which students will be asked to produce one pager policy memos that respond to specific scenarios of economic globalization

Policy memo: Students will produce a ten pager policy memo work on a topic/issue of their choosing. These projects will be developed in four stages. They are intended to be research project/papers, and will require that you work on these throughout the semester, integrating elements from the courses, finding specific data/information, preparing drafts, and revising your writing. Instructions at the end of this syllabus.
Honor code applies. Cheating will lead to an F.
Textbook: Dicken, P. (2007) Global Shift Mapping the Changing Contours of the World Economy. Fifth Edition. New York, Guilford
Harvey, D. (2005) A Brief History of Neoliberalism Oxford, Oxford University Press
COURSE OVERVIEW

What is Economic Geography?

Economic Geography is one of the sub-disciplines of human geography. Overall, Human Geography is the study of the interactions between humans and their environment. Economic geography focuses on a the specific interactions aimed at the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. It is different from economics. Economics is concerned with the general rules that govern the interactions between production and consumption. Economic geography is concerned with the interactions of production and consumption in specific places and across the surface of Earth. Therefore, ‘economy across spaces’ is the subject matter of economic geography. It is also an ancient discipline. Therefore, its meaning has shifted over time. Thirty or forty years ago, economic and other human geographers privileged to study tangible patterns of human activity in space; they developed statistical models attempting to explain the rules that determined, for example, the location of certain industries, or specific agricultural productions. Today, economic geography is much more interested in historical patterns and ‘meaning.’ Today economic geographers look at how historical trends and institutions affect differences between people and places, and how  these determine different trajectories of development, and different types of economic networks. For example, in certain regions Italy the specific role of a certain family structure and professional tradition favored the growth of small scale, traditional industries such as clothing and footwear. Instead, in California different institutions and social setting favored the growth of high tech industries. In sum, economic geographers look at the ways in which broadly defined social life affects the ‘economy,’ and how these issues are different in different places.
When? 

Geographers focus on the contemporary world. However, because social life is shaped by the various histories of each social group, a certain historical perspective is necessary. In this class, ‘contemporary world’ is considered to be the world after 1989. In 1989, the Soviet Union began to collapse, and since then socialist planned economies began to be dismantled. This meant that the economies of the whole world became progressively more capitalist and interconnected, and this reflected on changes in politics, societies and cultures. These inter-related changes, or ‘globalization’ will be the focus of this class. Therefore, we will be looking at how place-specific economic geographies change as consequence of globalization.
Who?

Any science needs units of analysis, i.e. ‘building blocs’ that allow separating the object of study into small and manageable parts, upon which to build the analysis. In this class, three basic units of analysis will be considered: the capitalist firm, the region, the State institutions. The firm is the basic unit to understand economic change and economic globalization; the State institutions shape the ways in which firms can interact; the region is the spatial unit where firms and institutions interact more directly
Why? 
Leadership through policies does affect the ways in which firms interact, and the trajectories of economic development. However, the influence of policies on the economy is never linear, and the results are often unexpected and difficult to grasp. Moreover, the impact of policies is place specific: the same policy may have very different consequences in different places and different times. Economic geography provides some analytical tools to grasp the specificity of places and deal with complexity of the interactions among economic actors.
How?
This class is divided in two sections. The first section presents case studies of policy areas heavily affected by economic globalization, focusing on the diffusion of, and challenges to, neoliberal policies. The second section analyzes how economic geography contributes to the understanding of economic globalization. First, it discusses different theories of space and the economy. Theories are ‘conceptual maps’ that guide our understanding of the world. Different theoretical assumptions result often in different findings and interpretations of the world. Therefore, different ways of conceptualizing ‘the economy,’ as well as ‘space,’ result in different ways of looking at economic geography. Then, the section analyzes tools and concepts of economic geography, the science of economic activity in space. In doing so, it builds upon Peter Dicken’s work, one of the modern classics of economic geography. Finally, it applies these tools looking at industry-specific case studies. 
DRAFT SCHEDULE

Week 1
Section 1 the mutual influence of policies and globalization
Part 1.1 Neoliberalism
August 23 – Monday

Introduction – structure, expectations, exercise (NPR on containers/debt crisis)

August 25 - Wednesday
Harvey, D. A Brief History of Neoliberalism Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2005

Chapter 1 Freedom’s just another word

August 27 - Friday
Chapter 2 The construction of Consent

Week 2
August 30 – Monday

In class discussion : how to write a policy memo – start browsing for topics
September 1 Wednesday 
Chapter 3 The Neoliberal State
September 3 Friday
Chapter 4 Uneven Geographical developments
Week 3

September 6 Monday Labor day

September 8 Wednesday

Chapter 5 Neolieralism with Chinese charactersitics
September 10 Friday

Chapter 6 Neoliberalism on trial

Week 4
Part 1.2 Trade policies
September 13 Monday

Role Playing – neoliberalism – research step 2
September 15 Wednesday
Krugman P. (1996) Pop Internationalism Boston, MIT Press, 
Chapter 1 Competitveness a dangerous obsession

Krugman P. (1994) Fight over Competitiveness: A Zero-Sum Debate Foreign Affairs 73 3

September 17 Friday

Krugam P (1996) Chapter 6 Myth and realities of US competitveness
Turow, L. (1994) Microchip, not potato chip Foreign Affairs 73 4
Week 5
Part 1.3 Economic crises

September 20 Monday
In class exercise: write a trade policy 
September 22 Wednesday
Takatoshi, I. (2007) Asian Currency Crisis and the International Monetary Fund, 10 Years Later: Overview. Asian Economic Policy Review 2, 1 pp. 16-49
September 24 Friday
Krugman, P. (2008) The Return of Depression Economics and the Crisis of 2008
Introduction
Chapter 9 The Sum of All fears
Week 6
Section 2 Economic Geography
Part 2.1 theories of economies and theories of space

September 27 Monday

Documentary : Gilmore, J. (2009) Inside the meltdown PBS series
September 29 Wednesday 
G. Olsson, ‘Glimpses’ in Gould and Pitts (eds) Geographical Voices. Fourteen Autobiographical Essays Syracuse, Syracuse University Press, 2002.
October 1 Friday

Lefebvre, H. La production de l’espace Paris, Anthropos 1974 (Eng. tr. The Production of Space, Oxford, Blackwell 1991). Chapter 1 Plan of the present work
Week 7
October 4 Monday

Work on your research
October 6 Wednesday

Friedman M (1962), Capitalism and Freedom Chicago: University of Chicago Press, Chapter 1, "The Relation Between Economic Freedom and Political Freedom," pp. 7-17. http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/ipe/friedman.htm 

October 8 Friday

Ruccio and Amariglio (2003) Postmodern Moments in Modern Economics Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2003. Chapter 5, Values and Institutional Economics

Week 8
2.2 Economic geographies : Peter Dicken and the processes of global shift
October 11 Monday

Mid term exam
October 13 Wednesday

Lee and Wills (eds.) Geographies of Economies, London, Arnold, 1997.

October 15 Friday

Dicken (2007) Chapter 1 Questioning Globalization

Chapter 2 Global Shifts : The changing global economic map
Week 9
October 18 Monday

Research Step 3

October 20 Wednesday

Chapter 3 Technological change
October 22 Friday

Chapter 4 Transnational corporations

Chapter 5 Webs of enterprises

Week 10
October 25 Monday

Documentary : Smith, E. Frontline : Is Wal Mart good for America ? 

October 27 Wednesday

Chapter 6 The state is dead… long live the state

October 29 Friday

Chapter 7 Variations in state economic policies

Chapter 8 The uneasy relationship between TNCs and states
Week 11
November 1 Monday

Work on your research
November 3 Wednesday

Chapter 16 Evaluating the impact of TNCs
November 5 Friday

Chapter 17 Making a living in developed countries
Chapter 18 Making a living in developing countries
Week 12

2.3 Industry case studies: textile and clothing, and automotive
November 8 Monday

November 10 Wednesday

Gereffi, G, Frederick, S. (2010) The Global Apparel Value Chain, Trade and the Crisis: Challenges and Opportunities for Developing Countries World Bank Policy Research Working Paper, Vol. 5281 http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/IW3P/IB/2010/04/27/000158349_20100427111841/Rendered/PDF/WPS5281.pdf 
November 12 Friday

Smith, A., Pickles, J., Bucek, M., Begg, R. and Roukova, P. (2008) Reconfiguring “post-socialist” regions: cross-border networks and regional competition in the Slovak and Ukrainian clothing industry. Global Networks, 8, 281-307.
Pickles, J.  (2006) Trade Liberalization, Upgrading. and Regionalization in the Global Apparel Industry Environment and Planning A. December.  38(12): 2006, pp. 2201-2206.
Week 13

November 15 Monday
November 17 Wednesday
Hatani, F. (2009) The logic of spillover interception: The impact of global supply chains in China Journal of World Business, Vol. 44, Num. 2
November 19 Friday
Pavlínek, P. and L. Janák (2007)  Regional Restructuring of the Škoda Auto Supplier Network in the Czech Republic, European Urban and Regional Studies, Vol. 14, No. 2, pp. 133-155.
Pavlínek, P. (2006) Restructuring of the Polish Passenger Car Industry Through Foreign Direct Investment, Eurasian Geography and Economics, Vol. 47, No. 3, pp. 353-377.

Thanksgiving Holiday

Week 14
November 29 Monday

Paper presentations

December 1 Wednesday

Paper presentations

December 3 Friday

Concluding remarks

POLICY MEMO : Economic globalization and the United States
PPL students: this research paper builds upon what you have learned in PPL 101, and especially in Kraft Furlong, Public Policy. Politics, analysis, and Alternatives, Washington, CQ Press, 2007. Part 2 ‘Analyzing Public Policy’ pp92-179

STEP 1. In class exercise: discussion on how to write a policy paper
STEP 2. Choose the broad issue you want to research. your research topic MUST FOCUS ON how the United States government (federal government, but also state government, or specific agencies) deals with economic globalization.

 Examples of possible research topics include (but are not limited to) US trade policies towards certain areas or sectors (i.e. ‘Africa,’ or ‘textile), tax and custom policies, import/export regulations in specific sectors. You can also research specific industries: for example, the domestic consequences of the globalization of the textile industry. Tip: a successful paper will identify a clear policy problem. For example, in the textile industry there is a clear struggle between groups who benefit from its globalization, and groups that do not; therefore any US policy must solve the problem of compromising between fiercely opposing interests.

Please write a three page report defining A) the broad area you will investigate, and  B) the policy problem and the reasons why it is important. Papers should quote an appropriate amount of sources (at least five) and display statistical data where it is possible.
The following websites contain useful information on various aspects of the global economy. Please use them to gather  ideas on a possible topic
Websites on the global economy (some of the links may not be active)

Information about corporations: http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/corporate_resources.htm 

Economic crisis, world governance, corporations, NGOs http://faculty.washington.edu/sparke/resources.htm 

Media often covering economic issues (emphasis on international media, to get a broader perspective):

New York Times http://www.nytimes.com/
Financial times http://www.ft.com/home/uk 
TVRadio World: http://www.tvradioworld.com/Stations_on_the_Web/default.asp
BBC One TV: http://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/
BBC Radio – BBC World Service: http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/
Radio Canada International  www.rcinet.ca
Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty http://www.rferl.org/
Moscow Times http://www.themoscowtimes.com/index.php
People’s Daily (China) http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/
China Daily http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
The times of India http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/  

Africa News http://www.africanews.com/ 

STEP 3

Investigate the various kinds of policy proposals that think tanks and advocacy groups put forward to solve the policy problem. Assess the policy options and explain which option the US chose, and why. Write a five page paper that A) discusses the various policy options; B) describe the chosen policy, and the reason why the US chose it; C) Assess the success of the policy by looking at evaluations and/or statistics 

US economic and trade policies
US trade representative: http://www.ustr.gov/
US Department of State – trade policy programs http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/
International trade administration (part of the Department of Commerce) http://www.trade.gov/about.asp
US Department of Commerce http://www.commerce.gov/
Statistics on foreign trade: http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/index.html
US Trade and Development Agency http://www.ustda.gov/
US International Trade Commission http://www.usitc.gov/
Foreign agricultural service http://www.fas.usda.gov/ustrade.asp 

Department of  the treasury – US economic policy http://www.ustreas.gov/offices/economic-policy/
Mississippi economic policy center http://www.mepconline.org/index.php 

Mississippi Department of Economic and Community Development http://www.mississippi.org/ 

Economic Development in Mississippi http://www.ms.gov/ms_sub_sub_template.jsp?Category_ID=23
State export Mississippi http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/ms.html
Think Tanks directory http://www.hks.harvard.edu/library/research/guides/think-tanks-directory.htm
STEP 4

Prepare a ten page policy analysis, having the following format:

Cover
Table of contents
executive summary or abstract
introduction
background
context
policy options
policy chosen by the US
evaluation
references.

